be imagin'd, That this Confideration ' can miſs 'of  diſpo 
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IS Ma jeſty having in His moſt Gracious Speech to both 
Houſes i in Parliament recommended to them the Care 
"of Trade, and favour'd it Himſelf with His Propoſal 
"of a Bill, ' For the more effeftual Preventing and 

Uplewful abd Clandefine Trading, which does not onely tend to de- 
{nd the Publick, but prejudice the Fair Merchant ; it will be deem'd, 


hope, a'pardonable Preſumption in 'me, to offer a few Words ; 


towards attaining that great and- happy end. And T am per- 
ſwaded, that fince His Majefty in this Royal Care, has continued 
to evince Himſelf truly a Father of +His' People, it 'muſt endeat 


Him to them, and cannot reaſonably fail of commandibg the Title. 


of Delicie bumani generis, as he much more deſerves it, than'eyen 


that great Roman Emperor ic was firſt Aſcrit'd'to. Nor- is ie” eo 
that 


ES nk 


Augyft Afembly to a ſolid; and unbiafs'd Poiſure of 'all 
fo that 
fiderable, but as none can ' be offer'd with greater Sincerity, of 
well-meaning, ſo perhaps they may” furniſh. wiſer Heads' wich 


ſomewhario work ppon. - 


There; are'a fart” of Grin Homen #hj CA BIUP 70t 7 epeh: of Fade 


wk little beſide their Pleaſure ;" that exclaim czainſt i, and take 


CO _—_ al rhe Warka they care not bow 3 is haded ' But'Fo 
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le [aig before then. | Mine may be the moſt” incon/ 
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 commend- firſt of all: an Examipation. into the: Aba 
*  Cuftom-Houſe. Foreigners as well as we, haye and. do daily. com- 
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leave them ſafe in their humour, fince it is not perhaps the only Iyft ance 
of their Indiſeretion,-1 will advance. theſe Propoſitions as things ſo plain, 


that they themſelves cannot be ſo bardy to deny. 


iſt. That Trade is the Foundation of the Engliſh Happineſs, and the 


wery Baſis of the Government. 


24dly, That to make it thoroug bly beneficial, it ought to be made 


Tf, Eaſy. 
2d), Extenſive. | 


_; theſs Propoſitions be true, as indoubtedly-they are; the Truth. of 


the firſ® being never called in Queſtion ſince we knew what Trade was 
in England, and the laſt to be made out in the following Lines, I think 
that man can be ſaid to bave Little of the Soul of an Engliſh-man, or 
worthy any. Countenangs of. the Goternment or,-People, who. makes ſligbt 
of this National Concern ; and it is not to be dowbred but thoſe Iiluſtrious 
Truſtees of the People, aiithey have begun, will 20 on to ſhiw theſe miſt a- 
ken Gentlemen, that the Safety of that is of the firſt Importance to the Pub- 
lick Safety. n - 
It were to be wiſhe it could be made eaſter, inits D 
we. might be- able co-under-ſell all our Rival Neigh 
which.nothing could be \more Honourable: or. Advanta 


C SS 


ch more H . By 
clogging our Trade - we: certainly lay more than what we have 
long ſeem'd'to apprehend, a general Exciſe upon our ſelves; and 
if we ſcem to be infeaſible of it, perhaps it is-/becauſe the Gene» 


rality. of :our Gentry. keeping: no Accounts, they flatter them- 
ſelves they. are in | the, right; when upon, a nice. Scrutiny, ..ie 
would be: found they. pay three for two : But iÞ this is: nor .co be 
obtained, yet that Trade ought co be made ealier in Diſpatch, 

and freed from Iacumbrances that way, is as undoubtedly true as - 
it, is practicable - | E | "7; EIN 
.- If Buſineſs be interrupted or obſtructed in. the beginning, our 
Fre liſh Rroverb.ſays, It cen never conclude well. Common :Expe- 
riencs tells us, That Fountains of a foul Head rarely, if gner,. pro» 
duce a clear Stream ; and therefore 1 hold my ſelf oblig'd, tO. re- 

S 


es. of the 


plain of the Difficulties that attend the Diſpatch of Buſineſs there : 


' Andhie muſt be own'd, that tho? no Cuftorm-Houſe in Emrope-is. fo 


well adzpted, and tho' we want not 'Laws:;chat threaten, Paniſhe 
ment to'Otfenders ; yet [there is no :Country of Trade, chat docs 


nat exceed us in quick Diſpatch, or honeſt Execution. 
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. The. Cauſe of theſe Evil I take to. be-want of Integrity, and 
want of Power, The firſt. in moſt of the Officers belonging to 
that Place, and the laſt in_ that Honourable Beard 3 who formerly 
on Application, have told the Injur'd . Merchant, That they fate 
not there to hear Cauſes, but to ſee the King's Cuſtoms maintain : 
Not to fave the Merchant from the Encroachments of the Patenc 
Officer, vr others ; but to preſerve the Officzrs in their Encroach- 
ment, and ,cacaurage them in the Continuance thereof. Now, if 
chis-be true, that the Mercnant muſt either be hable co the Exa- 
ions of their Officers, or be referr'd to the Law; I think it may 
eaſily .be determined which is moſt: reaſonable for him to chuſe, 
tho' certainly it is no great Encouragement to Trade. There is 


ſcarce any one Ty the Fee ordered by. the Book of Rates, that 


15 not: advanc'd the Patent and ather Officers a Third Part-: 


And-yec it is fo ſmall in every Man's Particular, and they + have 


in their Power ſuch ways of venting their Diſpleaſure, for want 
of, a higher Power to controul them, that few Men dare ſtand 
the Teſt, or when they have ſo, have found Relief anſwerable. 
Our wiſe Foxre- fathers provided againft. theſe' Encroachments (to 
which _ Mankind: is; \indeed bur roo much addicted) by ſevere 
Laws and-wiſe Precautions: No Man then was allow'd his Place 
for Life, good Behaviour only had its' juſt : Reward, and under 
_ the King's Patent, Men fate not to: inſult the beſt of the King's 
Subjeats, He that conſults the following Statutes, 5 8 .6.E4. 6. 16. 
I H. 4.13. 4 H. 4.20. 13 H. 4-5. -1 H..4. 13.17. R: 2. $. 
I4. R.2. 10.14 4+ 24, 31- H. 6..5. 31. H, 6. 5. 14: R., 2.20.17. 
R. 2. 5. will find how. careful they . were to encourage the. Mer- 
, chant, and keep; him - from. the Encroachments of the' King's 
Officers. - Miſdemeanour by Miſmanagement was then punilh'd 
with loſs of Office; and .nothing lefs can eradicate this | Evil, 
ſo - ſcandalous to the Nation and ,Government. It's true, a late 


Parliament. provided in ſome meaſure againſt ir, but - by: not - 


thus neceſſarily enforcing it, Mehs Avarice rendred it ineffectual ; 
For while the Book was warm. with their: Lips, they perſiſted 
in cheir old ways at the hazard of an Indi&ment of Perjury. 
But I hope for a Review, and therefore their. Abuſes being too 
numerous, and conſequently not conſiſtent with the Brevity of a 
Paper of this Nature, | ſhall leave them till that Honourable Af- 

ſembly ſhall call. tor: them, when, I hope, by. enforcing the -Pe- 
nalties to an_ utter Incapacity of ferring.in any Place of the Go- 
vernment, -and by making the Commiſſioners (as they were cer- 
 tainly intended) Overſeers of 44 Under-Officers, and ſuch 35 
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are to take Care, that 3.8 may be done to the Merchant, at 
the ſame time they take Care that Juſtice be done to the King 
in the Payment ' of His Duties, this great Evil may have a Re- 
medy to the Honour of the Nation, as well as Quiet of the Mer- 


chant, * © | rg 
I wiſh it were'not more &Gifficule to make Trade extenſive, than 


it is to make it eaſie : But I am ſenſible 1 ſhall have a laige, rho? 


not very conſiderable Party to cope againſt 'in mh, Propotat of 
Extenfion, notwithſtanding 1 believe the other will be affented ca 
by all. Tho' 1 am ſatisfied confining the Trade to a few, is an 
Error of the firſt 'Concoion, yet I am as well ſatisfied, confining 
it to its juſt Number will be as beneficial. I mean, not by a juſt 
Number, any ſet Number of Perſons : But my ' meaning is, That 
thoſe onely, who have been, or ſhall be bred 'up as Merchants, 
ſhall follow it, and that all other Tradeſmen fhall be confin'd to 
their particular Callings, as they were educated, If 'T miſtake 
not, we- are not without Laws to this good [Purpoſe ; but like 
other good Laws, , their Antiquity makes them exploded. But 
however} I doube not to make it evident, that it is the Intereſt 


of the Nation fo to confine Trade, and that ſach'a Confinemenc 


is the moſt probable way to' make it more extrenfive. This 'may 
be thought a Paradox ; but it People lay afide their Prejudices, I 
doubt nor but it wilt be faund a true one. ' ns 

1 know it is a Maxim, and in a great-meafure a true one ; that 
it is for the [Intereſt 'of the: Nation: to have all Goods fold cheap 
at our own Market.  & Tho' whether 'it confiifts with the Intereſt 


_ of the Nation, to incourage the Confatnption of any Foreign 


Commodities by fuch a Croopanls, will bear a Queſtion ; Or, in *' 
Strianels of Argument, it will not bear a Queſtion ; ic being un- 
deniably true, that the leſs we conſume of Foreign ' Commodities, 

the richer we are. © But granting it to be true, chat it is agreeable 
to the Intereſt of the Nation, that all Goods be fold cheap at'our 
own Market; it is true with equal Reaſon, that ir'is as much 
againft the Intereſt of the Nation that all ' ics own Manufactures 
and Exportations of Foreign Goods ſhould be fold over cheap, and 


often with a Loſs ar Foreign Markets. It will be obviots to a com- 


We 2957 Ry 


WMS 25 IIIFIPT. 28 IANS VIBAR IE FRLIY we—eds 


mon Underſtanding, that here the Eofs is double ; and how any 
Merchant'can long ſubfiſt' under fuch Circumſtances, "To 'me is' a 
Riddle.” Small Profits they may ſet down with, if their Stocks be 
conſiderable + But Loſs upon Loſs will certainly eat through his 
Principal, © That this is the Conſequence of every Tradelman's 
runhing from his proper Buſineſs, will appear to any Man that balf 
CPC | | | _— OP | conlicess 


. _ a 
OS [ey Coen ET a EE re ee ED. wagon tn ht rape vo gy, eee 


as 1 PII >. VEIN ein ror ASI xe 0 es oc do Aro TEAR FU Ate 94 oe” 6: 


"CSI 


conliders the, Matter ; and it is as evident, that the Conſequence 
of chat'will bs the Loſs of, and in_ time an, utter Ruine to Trade. 
If a Calculation. were to be. made of Families that have been ruin'd 
'by not applying themſelves to the Buſineſs they were bred in, bue 
running into. Trades they never underſtood, I doubt not ic would 


cloſe the Argument. Now the Ruine of Families is the Ruine of 


Trade; for a Country can onely be ſaid to be rich or poor, as the 
Inhabitants are either :” Not does ene Man, commonly ſpeaking, 
fall alone, bur many with him; and therefore: the Loſs of a con- 
ſiderable Merchant falls not on particular Perſons, but on the 
Publick. | Nr Caen <8 

| Nor is that true, which .is common in many Peoples Mouths, 
that ſuch a Reſtraint of Trade would be'very detrimental: to the 
 Publick Revenues : For tho? it is. literally true, that the larger the 
Importations are, the larger are the Cuſtoms, thoſe encreaſing by 
the Increaſe of Traders; yet in the Caſe in hand, it is an Erronr 
rais'd by ſuch as underſtand not the Nature of Trade, fo well- as 
_ their imaginary Intereſts. For ſhould we grant that theſe Under- 
jobbers do increaſe the Cuſtoms by their Importations ; yet it muſt 
be granted again, that by their clogging the Market, and forcing 
the Fair Merchant to ſeek a Market-in Foreign Countries ; the In- 
convenience much ſurmounts the Advantage. 'For whiletheſe 
Urder-jobbers are: forc'd to felt at our own Market, for want of 
preſent Money, at what Rates they can get, and at a very great 
I ofs ; and the, Fair Merchant” to avoid' this Lofs, is forc'd to'take 
Refuge at a Foreign Market, where he gets nothing :* It is plain, 
the King loſes the Duty drawn' back, the Pair Merchant the In- 
tereſt of his Money, the Under jobber almoſt his Principal, and 
che Nation in all. Beſides, by theſe Under jobbers the Fair Mer- 


| chant, whoſe Dependance is wholly upon his Trade, as all Mens 


ought to. be on whar” they were educared under, is'by the means 
afore hinted at, often ruin'd ; or at beſt, diſcourag'd fo mach, that 
he chuſes to lay by, his Stock; and conſequently the Revenue. loſes. 
as much by this one Man's prudential Precaution, as it gets by 
a Hundred of thofe fmall Adventurers imprudent ventring at 


'- I Abe, Fox | 
Tf it be duely weigh'd in alt its Circumſtances, this carinot be. 


T 


thoughe the leaſt of the Evils attending Trade, and which diſcou- 


raging the Pair Merchant, requires Redreſs as much 'as any :- For 


what Wrong can any, pretend, from his being confin'd tohis par- 
ticular Calling ? Certainly it cannot be thought to be at_ all unrea- 
fonable, that he that runs the Danger ought to reap* the Profit. F 
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foes. 4 many. ike oe of Trade, it only preBrving them 
from beingin 2 OORCk, henlP, fre de ſe. But on the other hand, 
their intectering in the Fair Merchant's Bufinefs, is in a manner, 
an Invaſion. of ;his, Right and Property. : © 

# It a Tradelman be allow'd to turn Merchant on one ſide 
onely, and.to. order. his own Wares, either Linens, Druggs, ar 
Wines, .to. be ſhipt for bim, and the Value co be drawn in' Bills of 
Exchange: on him,. I would fain know. | 


- 
o 


1/. What Encouragement has the Fair Merchant, who exports 


_ the Manufacture of the Nation : And 


.:244,;,Whether the Under: jobbing Merchant ought to be encou- 


ragfd, for not exporting any of the ManufaQures of the Nation : 
x For as as, plain as any Propoſition in Exclid, that what is import- 


ed into the Nation, not being the Produdt of out Exportations, is 
vantage to the Nation, and the greateſt Diſcouragement to 
Trade; And ifevery.. Tradeſman may have Liberty co order his 
own Goods, . what, ſhall rhe; Fair, Merchant, who by exporting our 
own ManufaQures giyes a double . Adyangage, © che Nation, and 
therefore deſerves the utmoſt Encouragement, what ſhall he, i ſay, 
make. his Returns in? Or, where ſhall he hind a Marke-? Beſides, 
it is in a great meaſure co {ugh mean-ſpiriced Sguls as theſe, that 
we owe that Grievance complain'd of by His Majeſty in His moſt 
Gracious Speech to both Houſes, the running, of Goods : For tho? 
ſome Mens Avarice. (the. Root of all bad Principles) .may have led 
them to. have done things unworthy the Name of a Merchant, an 

which deſerv'd the greateſt Contumely and Shame ; yet ic is her 

that Vice has ſpread, and what others have ſhameſully attain'd to 
by Bribes, theſe by an inborn Audacity and a natural Familiarity 
with thoſe,,of their own low Quality, have promoted che Trade 
very conſiderably. | 4. | 


Undoubtedly, as this Vice ought to be timely provided againſt, 
To one great and likely way to do fo, would be to Provide againſt 
the Trading of all, who have other Callings, under which they 
were bred, and therefore ought to get their Livelyhoods by... Iam 
ſure, that low Ebb that. Trade is run to (elpecially in the Plenta- 
850ns) calls. for che ſpeedieſt Care, unleſs we are willing to loſe at 
2 Lump, thoſe Advantages we have been Years attaining to. 

Clandeſtine Trade; (in. this. ſevereſt Accepration) (tor "tis as I 
have ſhew'd, clandeſtine in the other) is of a dangerous Conle- 
quence to' Trade in general. Thoſe that have us'd it, were _ 

valu'd 
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valu'd by Perfons of Integrity, And tho' one in_an Age may hare- 
been ſaid to have got an Eſtate under it, the Number that found jc. 


unthriving is ſo much greater, that if a Man had,the Gift of Conli- 
Qerarjonſ that Of it felt were enough to put it out of Countenance ; 
fr-ileſt of Men to be wiſe; and therefore it is to be hoped, the 
Parliament will provide againſt it by ſevere Penalties this S:flion.. 
For by means of this Knaviſh Pra&ice, the .Fair Merchant is not 
able to ſell wich theſe Vermine ;. who by having their Creatures at 
private Ports, and running their Gaods. in ,priyate Creeks, fave 
the King's, Duty. (as they phraſe it) and may. conſequently under-ſell 
the Fair Merchant very conliderably. in_my Opinion, there is 
not a Puniſhment great enough for ſuch Wretches. The Romans: 
made a Crime againſt che State, Death ; and a. Man that: acted a- 
gainlt che. Intereſt of, his Country, was. puniſh'd with the greateſt 
Ignominy. The Preſent King of Perfia's Father dereting a Baker: 
and a Fleſh-Roaſter in the Publick Market, of Fraud, ordered the 
one to be roaſted, and the other to be baked, publickly. If they 
for cheating a private Perſon (as he to them appear'd) ſuffered ſuch 
Ignominy as well as Pain; what is due to them who cheat their- 
Country ? We are in a Chriſtian Nation 'cis true, where ſuch Bar- 


baricies will, } hope, never have Place : Bur the Tallio of the Re 
; Law. Nor is ib-aitogether impracticable: © 


mans Was a" vgry” good | | 
with us; for I find in an Act of 14 Car. 2. That any Perſon found 
guilty of tranſporting Hides to any other Places than as provided: 
im that At, was by che ſame difab'd for the future, to Trade in 
that Commodity, and 1everely fined. If the Ade were a little ex- 
tended here, and the Perſon found guilty, condemn'd never to uſe 
any Trade but a Handy: craft;-it wouldþe ſomewhat conformable: 
to the Lex Talionis, and not in any great matter, differ from the: 
Ac of King Charles. - 

But perhaps ir would not be. amiſs -to confiſcate his Eſtate, one: 
half to the King, and one hall to the Difcoverer, be he who he will ;; 
and by all means, ro enforce the Juſtice of Peace to iſſue ouc his 
Warrant for a ſpeedy Seizure. We ſee in the At againſt the Expor- 
ration of -Wooll, what Enconragement is given Greater-ſhould be: 
given here, becauſe the Duties being great, the running Gentlemen 
can be more liberal in their Bribes and Gratuities. Nor ſhould the: 
Puniſhment 6f an Officer that is conniving or abetting; be leſs. than. 


in former Caſes, an utter Deprivation of all the Offices he at that- 
preſent does enjoy, and a total Incapacity for the Enjoyment «£ 
any other for the iuture. | 
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